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CONGRESS.
In the Senate, yesterday, the bill for the re¬

lief of the owners of the private armed brig
General Armstrong.which was rejected.was
debated till the Senate adjourned.
The House of Representatives were engaged,

exclusively, in the consideration of private bills.

executive: patronage.
The Union of yesterday contains an article

on the necessity of sustaining the democratic
organization, a necessity which, judging from
the tone, rather than the expression of its sen¬

timents, it would urge even at the sacrifice of
the principles of the party. This organization
must be sustained, not alone in virtue of the
principles which it was formed to advocate and
promulge, but because the President is " for
the time being the head of the democratic
partyand of consequence any expression of
dissatisfaction at the course of his administra¬
tion is a blow aimed " at the party of which he
is the head." In other words, the President
who has been elevated to power by a party,
must receive the unqualified support of that
party, whether he represents their principles
or not. Such is the proposition which lurks,
though not clearly expressed, in the article of
the Union.
Such a principle, if once established, would

be a death blow to the republican party, and
would result in the success of centralism. We
yield to no man and to no paper in the strengthof our allegiance and the sincerity of our devo¬
tion to the democrsitic party. But that allegi¬
ance and that devotion are derived from the
principles upon which the party lias been
founded, and from the efficient means which
organization presents to carry those principlesinto practice. For no light and trivial cause
would we seek to disorganize that party. For
nothing less than a violation of its political
system would we oppose the administration of
its choice. So far, we endorse cordially the
sentiments of the Union. If, therefore, in the
dispensation of his patronage, the President
should make an appointment which we did not
personally approve, or should refuse an appli¬
cation which we desired him to grant, we would
willingly forego our personal predilections, for
the support of his administration. But if in an
appointment, a principle is involved, and the
President should sacrifice that principle for any
cause, then would we feel, not only justified, but
impelled to censure his course.

The federal government is strong enough
without any adventitious aids to bolster it up
in the administration of misdirected power.
It can only fulfil the design for which it
was created when the checks and balances of
its complicated organism are allowed freely to
work. When all the elements of the system act

mutually upon each other, affected, but not
controlled by the co ordinate powers of the
government, then alone can the resultant be
the snccess and prosperity of our institutions.
But when these co-ordinate branches are mado
to subserve a powerful and controlling execu¬

tive, when they contribute to, and uphold ag¬
gressions upon principle, which may be made
by the executive, then does the federal system
not only squint at monarchy, but it becomes
an absolute centralized despotism.
Where, indeed, is the real difference between

the policy prescribed by the Union, and a mili¬
tary dictatorship? If a President is to be
placed beyond the opposition, or even remon¬

strance of the controlling party in the country,
^»ay he not, while looking from his high office
upon the trembling, awe-struck, and subservi¬
ent masses below him, well exclaim, in the
language of the great Louis, " L'etat! cest
mot." The great principle of monarchy, that
the king can do no wrong, is at once estab¬
lished. Strengthened in power and sustained in
aggression it would soon be followed up by the
rule of a perpetual dictator.
Apply the principle to practice. Suppose

an administration should err, shall no one

dare to correct itf Suppose an administration
should become corrupt, is there no power to

purify it? Is the mammoth party which ele¬
vated this central idol, and clothed it with the
regalia of office to bow down in awe and meek
submission to its own creation ? It is but the
absurd principle of the heathen to make a god,
and then to worship the work of their own

bands.
The result of this tame subjection to any Ex¬

ecutive would be to enhance its power, and to
increase its corruption, until its will would be
come a law, and its nod would, indeed, be " the
seal of fate, the sanction of a god." The pope
is not held more infallible in the see of Rome,
than the President would be in this degenerate
republic. The man who had the independence
to remonstrate, would be forever proscibed.
The statesman who looked back with honest
longing to the pure principles of his faith,
would sink into obscurity. The press that wan
reckless enough to lift its haud in support ot
the Constitution, would be held up as an exam¬

ple of treason and infamy.
If parties were more equally divided, and

could thus serve as mutual checks to the
growing power of each other, there would be
less danger in the assertion of the principle
which lttrks in the article of the Union. But
with the present prodigious growth of the
democratic party, and with the large acces¬
sions which sectional fanaticism will soon drive
into its organization, it is of the greatest jim-
portance to check the tendency which power
always has to centralize itself. The Constitu¬
tion has wisely provided those checks, which
may easily be imposed by the different branches
of the government. We would not rob the
Executive of any of its legitimate power. We
woald uphold it in its exercise; but we would
denounce a principle which would be the in-
siduous means of depriving the other co-ordi¬
nate elements of our System of the proper ex-

ercise of the powers conferred on them bj the
constitution..

Is not such the inevitable effect of the prin¬
ciple? In order to preserve the "rigid discip¬
line, of which the Union speaks with so much
loyalty, no democrat should "give utterance
to a word of complaint or censure," in relation
" to the dispensation of the public patronage."
To every edict of the President it becomes the
members of the party to bow with humility, and
the democratic senator who opposes the dispen¬
sation by the President of the public patrou-
age, is grossly wanting in his allegiance to the
organization, of which he should be a meek
and loyal member. We assert taut it is the
same principle.for if the humblest member of
the party the humblest press which advocates
its principles is forbidden to "give utterance
to a word of complaiut" of the course of the
Executive, then the democrutic senator, who
owes the same allegiance to his party, and
even greater allegiance as the recipient of its
highest honors, would be faithless were he to
resist the rigid military discipline required by
the Lnion at the hands of every democrat. The
whole appointing power would then be vested
in the President, and the "advice and consent"
of a subservient Senate, become a mere useless
form.a servile record of his will.
W e repeat, in conclusion, that trivial causes

should not induce an open opposition to au ad¬
ministration. To preserve the integrity ofparty
organization, we would exhaust every means
at our command to prevent opon hostility.we
would urge, we would persuade, we would en¬

treat. But if still unable to secure a fair ad¬
ministration of the principles which we advo
cate, we would be recreant to our faith, and
false to our party, did we withhold our censure.

THE WHIG CONVENTION OK NEW
HAMPSHIRE.ABOLITION ALLIANCE,
The whigs of the north are beginning to ex¬

ecute the designs which we have heretofore
attributed to them. They are preparing to
unite with the abolitionists und form a sectional
organization which shall follow the flag of anti-
slavery agitation. On the 20th of this month
the whigs ofNew Hampshire held a State con¬
vention at Concord and adopted a series of res¬
olutions as the platform on which they mean
to stand. Those resolutions do not even allude
to the principles of federal orState policy which
the whig party or which the whigs ofNew Hamp¬
shire have hitherto advocated. Theyrelatetothe
Nebraska bill alone aud urge its repeal as the
test measure.

The New Hampshire whigs have thus for¬
mally abandoued their old organization and
entered into a public alliance with the aboli¬
tionists. Discarding all old issues a unwor¬

thy even of mention, they have offered their
alliance to all those who will unite with them
to restore the Missouri compromise, prevent
the acquisition of slave territory, and resist
the admission of States which may be formed
of territory to which that restriction applied,
unless slavery shall be forever excluded there¬
from. Having announced their platform, de¬
nounced non-intervention, and resolved that
the fugitive slave law should be so modified as-
to provide the writ of habeas corpus and trial
b7 Jury» New Hampshire whigs close up
their series of resolves by inviting the co-oper¬
ation of all those who agree with them in their
sectional principles and purposes, and tender
to all such their "co-operation in the causc of
freedom, and their confidence to all whp are
weak enough to confide in them.

This, we believe, is the first open and public
abandonment of the principles of the whig
party for an open and public alliance and fu¬
sion with abolition on purely anti-slavery
ground. Principles of constitutional construc¬
tion, questions affecting agriculture, commerce,
manufactures, labor, capital, finances, all are
discarded for a new basis of party action.for
a new platform supported only by an anti-
slavery sentiment. The doors are thrown
open. All political opinions are admitted, and
the only qualifications required is a promise to
foment sectional strife, and to enlist in a cru¬
sade against the institutions of the southern
States. This movement does not surprise us.
Indeed, we foresaw and predicted it, expectingthat it would manifest itself at an earlier pe¬riod. The whigs of the south ought to have
severed their connexion with the whigs of the
north long ago, for the abolition tendencies of
the northern whigs have been plain to unpre¬judiced eyes for many years. Now no man
can fail to see them, promincut and apparentwhenever he looks towards the north.
We do not deprecate the movement which

is being made by northern whigs, as indicated
by the proceedings of the New Hampshire con-
vention. We regret that there are selfish, mis¬
chievous, fanatical men led by sectiouaj ideas
m any portion of the Union. But as there are

such, we are glad to see them unmasked and
forced to abandon the bushes and swamps, and
take to the open field, where the honesty and
patriotism of tho people can reach and destroy
hem. We always thought that the repeal of
;be Missouri restriction would have that effect,
and we are happy to know that we judged
rightly. Soon the sectional men will be fully
organized, and then they will be speedily de¬
stroyed.
SECRET POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS.
Among the resolutions adopted by the Indi¬

ana Democratic State Convention, recently as¬

sembled, was the following:
That the democracy of Indiana,still adhering to the Constitution of the confed¬

eracy, openly and avowedly condemn any or¬
ganization, secret or otherwise, that would aim
to (lisro >e anv citizen, native or adopted, of hispolitical, civil, or religious liberty."

'

Fixed principles in religion, morals, and
po cs, are the only means of ensuring re¬
spectability and efficiency. Every great politi-
Ca P8rt* » order to ^st, to gain support and
ment confidence, must have a chart of estab¬
lished and known principles. Surely no partv
can construct a creed on any basis so firm
so enduring, and so respectable, as that of the
Constitution oi in* conntry. It is the boast of
the democratic party, that they stand upon the
Constitution. They are not made up of men
who come together by chancc and form leagues
for an occasion. They are not banded together
in a temporary alliance to accomplish one ob¬
ject and then fall to pieces. The democracy
is compound of men who ftr« bound together
by like sympathies and the same earnest and
honest convictions. They believe that this
country must have a fixed and permanent
policy, both foreign aud domestic, and that the

great party to whosn hands this policy is com-
mitted must have ii.ved and permanent princi-
p es and that those principles must be in ac¬

cordance with the Constitution.
The Jndiaua democratic convention mani¬

fested, in the adoption of the above resolution,
a correct and true appreciation of the mission,-
the duties, and the objects of the democratic
party, and it very properly condemned any
secret political organization. We hope that
the same condemnation will be pronounced on

them by democratic conventions in every State.
. Quacks in politics are like quacks in medi¬
cine, they make one principle universal as a

remedy. They regard it aa a king-cure-all.
The regular statesman, like the regular phy-
sician, wisely refuses to conform himself to
any one principle. His mind is more compre¬
hensive. He makes use of all in their season.

Nor does he, like the quack, make a secret and
a mystery of his prescriptions. He is neither
afiaid nor ashamed to proclaim them to the
world.

1 he creed of the democratic party has been
the work of years. The principles embodied in
it have been subjected to the scrutinizing ex-

animation of the wisest and most patriotic men
of the nation, and have received their unquali-
lied sanction. 'J hat creed was not made for
one day or for one year.it was not made for
one purpose or another purpose.it was made
(or all time, and for all the great purposes of
government.

It is iu vain, then, for any secret organization
to raise its puny arm against it. We say against
it.for no secret political society would or could
aid the democratic party. All such societies
must from their nature be hostile to it. They
are secret, it is opeu ; they look to one idea, it
looks to all the ends of government ; they
spring from an ephemeral caprice, it rests upon
the Constitution; they look to sections, or classes,
it looks to the whole country; they spring
from heresies and schisms, it from the pure
doctrines taught by the fathers of the republic;
they are illigitimate, it is legitimate; they are

moved by every wind of doctrine, it pursues the
even tenor of its way, unaffected by passion,
prejudice, caprice, or change.

It would be just as sensible and just as pro¬
per to have a secret, unpublished, unknown Con¬
stitution, as to have a secret, unpublished, un¬

known political creed. A political organization
is worthless, and must be corrupt unless based
on the Constitution. If such be its basis, those
who belong to it need not, and will not, be
ashamed to proclaim the principles that cod»
stitute its creed.

Secrecy always suggests suspicion, and mys¬
tery always excites distrust. Then it is fit and
right that the democratic party should denounce
all secret political societies. The truth is, that
they have but one object, and that is by under¬
hand means, to break down that party. They
are the old enemy, that after each defeat, comes
i:i a new disguise. They are quite ns venom¬

ous, but not so honest, as the rattle snake.
They do not shake their rattle, to give warning
of their presence.but the very instincts of de¬
mocracy detect that presence, as some of those
valuable stones that we read of, detect poisons.

True democracy abhors secrecy, just as na¬
ture abhors a vacuum, as candor abhors decep-
tion, as virtue abhors vice. The pathway of
democracy is clear. The open light of honest
day shines upon it. The pathway of these sc-
cret organizations is dark and unlighted. It is
full of pit-falls and of snares. Men know not
where they will tread. They merit and should
receive condemnation.

JUaSpThe Xational Intelligencer of yesterday
contains some comments on the address of the
congressional opponents of the Nebraska and
Kansas bill to the people of the United States.
From the Intelligencer's article we make the
following extract:

" } address itself embraces a stron/ state¬
ment ot the case, as made by its authors. As
a composition it M able, and in its terms calm

ont wrmhhth' Th? PurP°se wl,ith ».' avows is
one which the gentlemen had a perfect right to

wW, ? an,,ou"ce> «» tJ>ey have done ; but
whether it is expedient at the present moment,if at any time, to make that issue a test at the

t0 be held manyof the States of the Lmon, is what we are not
prepared to yield our assent to. We are weary

^LTnnh°U~ nnd tired of BeeibS the ener¬
gies of the representatives of the people wasted
in conflicts, the protraction of which, at one
and the other end of the Union, might eventu-
ate in that most awful of all catastrophes its
final dissolution. We do not propose, upon a

question thus suddenly opened upon us, to dog¬
matize, or even to enter into an argument,until
we are obliged to do so. There is only one
idea which we will now throw out, it having
forced itself upon our minds; and that is th?
doubt whether entire success, if that were at-

Srioo ' 10 Prosed restoration of the
Missouri compromise,' would afford any remedy

The Intelligencer also copies, with commen¬
dation an article from the Buffalo Commercial
Advertiser, in which the following sentiment is
expressed:
J'We/1"nexrI£~an,d t0 best of our ability
opposed t.ic Isebrnska measure so Ion* as op¬
position was of any avail; but, nowSift itZ
p.issed, we do not leel disposed nor called upon

aS7" °fKduty t0 'nler uPon * crusade
against the south, or engage in violent deck
matory agitation of the subject. X poSe
practical good, that we can see, will come of

5 ol3- "'"'e i, ,W<"Il,l "°d "> "be "w
wntion" lmP° ""*rcst" 'bat'require J.
The article of the Intelligencer, coupled with

its commendatory notice of the above extract,
leads ns to hope that it has determined not to
aid in prolonging the slavery agitation, which
it has so much deprecated. This course would
l>e much more in unison with the high character
of the Intelligencer, than the unwise and in¬
cendiary course which was first indicated by
the Tribune, and then approved by many of
those more respectable presses and politicians
that opposed the passage of the Nebraska bill.
The cry of repeal will bo the death knell of all
who join in it.

THE COAST ll'RVEY.
We extract from the National Intelligencer

the following notice of the annual report of the
superintendent of the coast survey, showing
t! progress of the snrvey during the year

,
c°ntains a just and happy tributo to

e g attainments, and "masterly report" of
releasor Uaebe. We know of no one in the

scientific world, who from hia exalted qtialifica-
iona, an indefatigable energy is so capable
of prosecuting a wdrk of the magnitade and
importance of this survey. The corps under I
"a superintendence is also entitled to the

highest praise, and to the gratitude of the coun¬

try in whose service thoy are engaged.
" The more we look into these annual reports

the more are we astonished at the immensity
of labor performed by this eminently utilita
nan corps, under the able superintendency of
Professor A. D. Bache. The volume now given
to the public embraces no less than thirty-sixcharts, or sketches of survey, extending from
the east of Portlandfin Maine, to the Columbia
river, in the Oregon Territory. Many of the
maps are nearly three feet by two in size, and
exhibit a minuteness of survey truly astonish¬
ing. It would seem as if almost every square
loot of the bays, inlets, rivers, harbors, and
sea-coast, from the eastern to the western ex¬

tremity of this vast continent, had been sub¬
jected to actual measurement, and the various

Sum. waterin eacb accurately marked,
w hat adds greatly to the value of the work

is, that every portion of it is executed.the
copper plates prepared, the etching done, and
the impressions struck off.in the coast survet
othce, under the immediate eye of the super¬
intendent. The work thus goes forth to the
world as a contribution to science, not only
highly honorable to the meritorious officers em¬
ployed in the Burvey, but reflecting great credit
upon the government of the United States for
its liberality. There were at the date of the
report (February, 1853) seventy-three officers
engaged in this scientific work.fifty-nine of
the navy and fourteen of the army. The ap¬
propriations for this object for the fiscal year
nnn'1® l

30th of une amounted to $366,
000, and the same sum was required for the
fiscal year now near its close.

" Professor Bache characterizes the service as
.one of more than ordinary exposure:' and
this, indeed, must appear manifest when we re-
fleet that it embraces both field and hydro-
graphic work, requiring those engaged in it
sometimes to wade through morasses and stag¬
nant marshes where they must inhale at every
breath the pregnant seeds of disease. He
speaks in the highest terms ofthe science, zeal,
aud industry of all his assistants, and .shows an
honest impartiality in signalizing the merits ol
those officers of the topographical engineers who
have been lent to htm from the army. His re-
port is a masterly Performance, which will not

t0 add nigh rank ho already holds
among men of science abroad and at home."

" INSPECTOR.''
The Washington correspondent of the New

^ ork Courier and Enquirer under the caption
"Will slavery go into Kansas".thus specu¬
lates on the subject:

At the north powerful associations have
been formed under the title of emigrant aid
societies, the object of which is to settle the
new territories in a manner which shall coun¬
teract the violation of the Missouri compact,
and by filling them up with a free population
ensure their organization as free States, in con¬
formity with the solemn treaty of 1820, be¬
tween the north and south.

" A co-operntive union has been formed by
members of Congress and others to promote
the objects of these associations. The move¬
ment is now secret. The constitution has been
published. It has been signed by from thirty
to fifty members of Congress, and bv many
other persons. The signers generally subscribe
nft\ dollars towards a fund for equipping and
forwarding emigrants to the distant regions
lately covered by the Missouri compiomise.
llus organization has been falsely styled a

| new party," aud it has been said that the ob¬
jects of the organization are secret, and there-
lore liable to just suspicion. This is a mis¬
representation. The society, ifit may be called
such, is a new league to enforce an old com¬
pact a compact none the less binding on all
because repudiated by one of the parties to it!

It is not certain that the movement will be
altogther peaceful. In fact, it is probable that
the meeting of two distinct classes of popula¬
tion in Kansas, the first destination of all the
contemplated expeditions and the clashing of
hostile sentiments, will lead to Violent colli¬
sions.perhaps to bloody and protracted feuds.
or the people of the southwest have been no

ess ready to prepare for taking possession of
the new territories, with their slaves, than
their northern rivals have been to establish in
them their own ideas and institutions. Ex¬
cited public meetings have been held at Boon-
yille. Independence, and in all the chief places
in Missouri, along the Kansas frontier, at which
resolutions have been adopted in favor of the
immediate formation of slave-holding commu¬
nities in both territories, and recommending
companies to be organized, well armed, and
fully prepared to defend their slave property
wherever it may be carried. The northern
companies will also be well armed, and it would
not be surprising if, during the ensuing fifteen
or twenty years, Kansas should be the theatre
of exactly such scenes as occurred between the
trench and English in Onio in the attempted
joint occupation, previous to the war of 1754
and between the Spaniards and French in
Honda in the early history of the peninsula.
Kansas may be the Flanders of the continent.
"But it is obvious that the southern emi¬

grants will have advantages that will render the
contest entirely unequal. They are now upon
the very borders of the disputed territory. They
can move in and occupy the most valuable lo¬
cations before settlers from more distant sec¬
tions can reach the country. They are fron¬
tiersmen, and adapted to all the exigencies of
pioneer life. They have been habituated to
the use of arms all their lives; and more than
all, they will be united by that sentiment of
commou attachment to a peculiar institution
and a material interest, which will give una¬

nimity and vigor to all their efforts for its pro¬
tection. r

" I know by experience, that slave labor is
valuable in any new country, and it is general¬
ly popular among settlers whether from the
north or south. It mitigates the severity of
those labors necessary for clearing up the coun¬
try, and reducing it to a habitable condition,
ror these reasons, I have no doubt at all that
a large majority of the first settlers in Kansas
will be from slaveholding States, and that it
will be a slave territory, and will be admitted
as a slave State. It is possible that slavery
may dwindle in Kansas, after the first excite¬
ment, which will came a rapid influx of slaves
into that region, shall have passed, but I do not
consider that probable."
Meeting at Tammany Hall.Important Pro¬
ceedings.Recapitulation of tho Know
Nothings.
T he democratic republican general com¬

mittee last night held a special meeting at
Iammany Hall. Lorenzo B. Shepard filled
tho chair, and Messrs. Haswell and Andrus
acted as secretaries. Resolutions were intro¬
duced utterly repudiating, on the part of the
committee, any connection with the know-
nothings, as may be seen by the following

RirORT.
At a special meeting of the democratic rapub-

hcan> general committee, held at Tammauy Hall
on Weduewlay evening, 21st instant, the follow¬
ing preamble and resolutions, offered by A

ado t d*q"' °f th°Tenlh ward'werc "nan'mou»,y
Ifihrreat, the Constitution of the United States

declares "that no religious test shall ever he re¬
quired as a qualification to any office or nublie
trust under the United States;' And where. if
there cau be no exclusion from office in conse¬
quence ofr man's religious tenets, it is self-evident
there can be no restriction of the right of sulIVaire
growing out of that cause; And whereas, the creat-

and glory ol this republic fa** been materially
advanced by the industry, energy, and patriotism
ol a largo portion of its citizens of loreigu birth ¦

AnJ whereat, it is anti-republican, and am,-demo-
cratic, and anu Christian to proscribe any man or
sect of men bacause differing wifh us in religious

¦"" *»««<*¦ ¦""»«> i

aV Ame"cans and as democrats
devoted to the fundamental principles of this gov-

.rument, and in favor of preserving all the rightsand guarantees of the Constitution, we utterly re¬pudiate any attempt* to proscribe any of our fellow-citizens, whether native or foreigu, on accountof the religious beliefs they may entertain.Resolved, That the basis upon which rests thecontinued prosperity, permanency, and power ofthis naliou is that feature of the Constitution, undthe time-honored policy of the government, whichtolerates alt political and religious opinions, per¬mitting every man to worship God in his ownmode, und hold such political doctrines as he maydeem for the best interests of the country.Resolved, That, while we allow the largest lib¬
erty of public speech, and go for the utmost extentof public discussion of all religious and politicaltheories, yet we are opposed to riot and all incite¬
ments jo undue popular commotion which tend tobleaches of the peace, and, on the Sabbath, to thedesecration of that holy day.Resolved, That it is the glory and the pride ofold Tammany Hall that she has never, at anyperiod of her history, avowed aught but trulyrepublican doctrines, or been tinctured with anybut sound democratic tenets; she goes now, asalways, for that unbounded philanthropy whichtolerates the largest liberty consistent with goodorder and in couformity to the laws, proscribingno man for opinion sake, discriminating neitherfor nor against any on acconnt of birth or religion,but opening the door wide to the oppressed of alldimes, and to the downtrodden of all monar¬chies.

tiesolvtd. That the proceedings be published inthe New York H&rald, Sun, Evening Post, Wash¬ington Union, and Albany Atlas.
LORENZO B. SHEPARD, Chairman.

ClIA8. II IIaswell, I
Milks B. Andri;s, j

VERMONT DEMOCRATIC STATE CON¬
VENTION.

The Democratic State Convention of Ver¬
mont met at Montpelier on tbe 21st instant
Erasmus Plympton, of Wnrdsboro', presided.
Governor Robinson and Lieutenant Governor
Kidda both declined a renominatioc.

Merritt Clark, of Poultney, was nominated
for governor, and William Mattocks, of Beach-
am, f^f lieutenant-governor.

Resolutions were passed, complimenting the
administration of Franklin Pierce in strong
terms, but declaring tbe support of or opposi¬
tion to the Nebraska bill should not be consid¬
ered a test of party faith. The following reso¬
lution is supposed to refer to the know-noth¬
ings:

" Resolved, That the democracy of Vermont,
believing that our free Constitution sanctions no
proscription on account of birth, openly and em¬
phatically condemn any organization, secret or
otherwise, that would aim to deprive any citi¬
zen, native or adopted, of his civil, political, or
religious liberty."
The convention was quite fully attended, and

the members claim for it a good degree of har¬
mony.

ITEMS OF NEWS.

Db. Raffles in Difficulty..The Rev. Dr.
Raffles, of Liverpool, one of a party travelling in
Italy, was recently arrested there for wearing a
white hat, and having in his desk a pen-wiper
which assumed the shape and color ot a cockade.
His books and papers were all seized and sub¬
mitted to examination ; but, after three days' de¬
tention, he was liberated, and his papers restored,
upon the payment of the expenses of his impris¬
onment, and the keep^and charges of his military
guard.

International Civilities..-Under this heading
the Montreal Pilot says:

" Wo understand that the Biiiinger Guard of
New York proposes to pay a visit to Montreal, in
the month of August, and that the government
had given permission to the company, which is
one of the finest of the militia corps of the States,
to pass the frontier_with their baggage and accou¬
trements tree. The Guard will be accompanied
by a military band of twenty-five musicians. It
forms a full company of about 100 men, and will
enter the city fully armed and accoutred.

The recently printed report of the secretary of
the State of Connecticut, exhibits the following

'statistics with regard to births, mnrriages and
deaths in that commonwealth :

Births in the State during the year ending De-
ceml er 31, 1853,8,302; males 4,175, females 3,901;remainder not stated. Marriages 3,136, deaths
5,596; males 2,707, females 2,038; not known 251.
The decrease of births since 1851 is 60; the in¬

crease of marriages 141; the iuct ease of deathsr.r.is

A British parliamentary return shows that
from the year 184G to 1653, both inclusive, there
were expended in criminal prosecutions in Eng¬
land alcne tbe sum of one million two hundred
and one thousand, six hundred and forty-one
pounds sterling.
Death from Chloroform..The wife of A. W.

Richardson, of North Adams, Massachusetts, died
in that village onThursday,the 15th instant, while
under the influence of vhloroform, administered
for the purpose of removing teeth.

A Deadly Reptile..In Cincinnati, r few days
since, a living scorpion wns found in a piece of
logwood, which came up on the steamer Tweed.
It was in a partially torpid state, but when warmed
before the furnace doors, it would strike wickedly
at any object which was presented.
A Pedantic Titler.." Landlord," said a cer¬

tain speedy pedagogue, somewhat given to strong
libations, "I would like a quantum of spirits, n
modicum of molasses in conjunction with a little
water ; but deal largely with the spirits, thou manof mixtures."

Candidates in the 12th District..Charles S.Lewis, esq., Hon. David McComas, D. B. Neal,and J. J. Jackson, jr.. are spoken of as candidates
in the >2th congressional district, Virginia, made
vacant by the death of the Hon. Mr. Snodgrass.
At Jackson, Miss., on the 1st inst., they had

ripe pears and apples, considerably in advance ofNew Orleans.

Commnnitaftii,
For th« Washington Sentinel.

To Mt^Jor B. B. French, Commissioner of
Public Buildings.

Sir : Like your predecessor, I observed that
before the meeting of Congress, you were at
the pains and expense of hiding the unsightlycheep-paths formed by pedestrians through the
public grounds by having them sodded over.
But, as might be expected, they have been
again formed ; for people will not walk over
a burning road, the flagging of which reflects
back into their faces the suffocating heat of
vertical sun when they can find a carpet of
grass to tread upon.
Now, if this burning walk can be converted

into a cool, pleasant, aud shady one, why should
it not be done ? It can be rendered pleasantand agreeable by a very little expense and
trouble; namely, by erecting an awning over
it from the entrance into the grounds to the
steps which go up the terraces. Thus shaded
and rendered cool, no one would leave it to
walk in the sun upon the j.rrass, and the un¬
sightly sheep-paths would disappear. Then
why not try it? DOWNING.

J* OSPERI'S COHNET DAND^ThjsBand is suitable for any and all purposes, aud
is warianted to give satisfaction to all those who
may be pleased to engage them, either as Brass,Reed, or Cotillion.
From one to anv nlimber of Musicians can be

Lad, at the shortest notice, by applying at
HILBUS <fc HlTZ 8 Muaio Depot,

Or J. F. FROsrERI, Leader,
At the Band room, New Odd-Fellows' Hall,

0arrlson St., Navy Yard June®.3t

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

Vie New* btt the Canada.Slow Progress of the
War Napier and Dundim at a dead halt.Ger¬
man Diplomacy.Peace Prospect*.'1he Market*
.British Ministry.Cuba -Curious Melange
of New York Politic*.Aether probable Demo¬
cratic Defeat in Novembe^yc.

New York, June 22, 1854.
The European war, "like a wounded snake,

dragu its slow length along." The news by the
Canada is unimportant in a military view,
save in the movement of 70,000 Anglo-French
troops to the relief of the tortress of Silistria,
on the Danube. Perhaps they may get there
in time, perhaps just in time to be too late.
In the latter case, they will probably find the
works blown up, and the Russians moved off
to some other position of the Turks higher up
the river. At all events, we expect soon to
hear of bloody work on the Danube.

Napier in the Baltic, and Duudas in the
Black sea,' have their hands full. The former
hesitates attacking those terrible posts of Hel-
singfors and Cronstadt; and the latter " bold
admiral" contents himself with occasionally
looking in at the bristling Russian battlements
and loop holes wlych surround the snug little
bay of Sebastopol. But, until either Napier
or Dundas strikes a decisive blow, nothing is
done, and nothing can be done to persuade the
czar of the invincible strength of his enemies.
He may laugh at them while his outposts are

secure. The old fillibuster Napier, went into
the Baltic in a very domineering and bragging
sort of style. Perhaps he may come out yet
with a large flea in his ear. "Brag is a good
dog ; but hold fast is a better." It is said that
the machinery of those steam vessels of war
can't stand the concussion of their own broad
sides. If such is the case, no wonder the old
man Napier is so very cautious in his move¬
ments. This report, however, is refuted by
the bombardment of Odessa.
The diplomacy by the German States is be¬

coming more perplexing than ever; but still it
is evident they are working, first, for their own
internal security; secondly, for peace, as the
only safe exterior policy for themselves. Their
first object is an alliance, offensive and defen¬
sive, among each other for any contingency;
and their second, the exertion, by their influ.
ence, between Russia and her enemies for a

peaceable adjustment of their quarrel. The
job is a nice one, and full of embarrassments;
but they will carry it through, if France and
England let them alone.
The change in the British ministry substan¬

tially amounts to nothing, touching the policy
of the government. The department of for¬
eign affairs remains the same. England is
still very busy in the suppression of the Cuban
slave trade. The upshot of her philanthropy
in this matter may yet be developed to the as¬

tonishment of our government. There is no

safety in delaying the settlement of this Cuba
question beyond ^tho present golden opportu-
nity. There may tbe peace in Europe; and
what, then, could we expectant a speedy fore,
closure to all proceedings contemplating the
peaceable acquisition of " the ever-faithful
island." Yet I, for one, have some faith in
Soule; and believe that, if left undisturbed by
extra advisers, he will make a good and satis¬
factory report of his mission. In the mean"

time, we take it here, for granted, that Mr.
Buchanan, at London, and Mr. Mason, at Paris,
are empowered with the nccessary discretion to

aid, incidentally, as the case may demand, the
negotiations of our minister at Madrid. Touch¬
ing the Cuba question, however, our European
advices are vague and indefinite. They leave
us, in fact, the widest possible margin for un¬

satisfactory speculation and conjecture. Per¬
haps it will come out sraight by-and-by. But
we can hardly believe that the government of
Spain has been waiting for the recovery of the
Marquis de Turgot's wounded leg.

Breadstuff's dull; which signifies that prices
are still downward. Cotton up a little, with
an upward tendency. Very good. Better, upon
the whole, pay half a dollar for the cotton
necessary for a shirt, than a shilling for a loaf
of bread. The best equilibrium is that which
is founded' upon cheap subsistence. Excessive
prices for provisions create all sorts of disturb¬
ances in the financial and business concerns of
the world; and, if long continued, invariably
result in revolutions or financial explosions.
Such are the results of a state of war upon a

large scale. Hence, we are disposed to cherish
very little regret (apart from Cuba) for the pros¬
pects of peace, which still mark the diplomacy
of central Europe, and the military caution of
the western pow«rs.

This is about the sum and substance of the
news by the Canada.
The political movements in this city for the

next November election are mysterious and
past finding out. As the cant phrase of the
day goes, " the know-nothings" are around, and
their policy as thus far disclosed is to make up
their tickets from those of the other parties that
may enter into the elections. What these par¬
ties are to be is the most bungling question of
all. At present we have the following distinct
or incipient political organizations in this pity:

1. The democratic hard-shells.
2. The democratic soft-shells.
3. The anti-Nebraska freesoil whigs.
4. The Maine law party.
5. The lager beer party.
6. The know-nothings.
I am sorry to confess that the prospects of a

fusion between the two branches ef the democ¬
racy are still very slim. Should they fail to
uuite by November,'the whigs, under the con¬
trol of the Seward interest will undoubtedly
carry the State as they did last year, with the
addition, perhaps, of a clean sweep of the con¬

gressmen. It is not likely that the whigs will
form an open coalition with the know-npthinge;
but it is very likely, indeed, that they will rally
against the Nebraska bill, and act in concert
with the temperance or Maine law party. The
operations of the know-nothings will, from pre
sent indications, be confined to this city, an

a few other of the cities and large towns of the

State where tho Iriah Catholics are su cient

in numbers to form a pretext for opposition to

or against " Popish influence, an sue i e

know-nothing philosophy. In any event, the
democrats are likely to suffer another sweeping
defeat or two in New York, before they are

brought to another nconc^10n'
The «Morning Star and True balivnal Dcm

ocraL" for its violent denunciations of the
Irish Catholics, was virtually read out of Tam¬

many Hall last night as an organ of the soft-
.halls. The Tauiroauy proceedings were or

dered to be published in the Herald, Evening
Fast, and other papers; but the True National
Democrat was omitted from the list. And as
the proceedings covered some resolutions
against the know-nothings, the conclusion is
inevitable that the morning organ of the soft-
shells is read out of church. It is to be hoped
that this will not prove to be anyserious loss to
the " true democrats " of the city, the State, or
the country. What have the democratic pa¬
pers in Washington to say upon the subject?
Things are here in such a state of confusion,
that we hardly kuow whether Tammany Hall
docs or does not speak for the democratic
party. It has certainly uttered good demo¬
cratic doctrine on the kuow nothings; but upon
what authority, we know-nothing at all.

UNCLE SAM.

Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company.Re¬
ply to an attack recently made «n It an4
Its Directors.

63 Beaver Street, New York,
June. 19, 1854.

To the Public: A pamphlet, purporting to
have been issued by a person calling himself
Corns. Glen Peebles, has been published, as¬
sailing the Atlantic and Pacific railroad com¬
pany, and especially the undersigned, as direc¬
tors and members of the executive committee.
The first charge relates to a sale made by Mr.
Walker of certain contingent and prospectiveinterests, owned by himself and others, alongthe line of the proposed road in Mexico. We
would remark, in the first placc, the suppres¬sion of the material fact that, as early as March,1853, long preceding the grant of this charter,Mr. Walker and those associated with him had
paid in cash six thousaud five hundred dollars,for which the vouchers were filed with the ex¬
ecutive committee, and iucurred other liabili¬
ties, for the purpose of purchasing from Mexico
the right of way, and adjacent lands in Sonora
and Chihuahua, constituting a necessary partof the line of a railroad to the Pacific, beyondthe western boundary of Texas. This purchase
was indispensable to the construction of tho
road, and at that time -no attempt had been
made by our government to acquire the terri¬
tory from Mexico. Besides the money advanced
by Mr. Walker and his associates, they agreedto give the government of Mexico half a mil¬
lion of full paid stock in one of the Texas rail¬
road companies, to which had been granted at
that date, by the State of Texas, five thousand
one hundred and twenty acres of land for everymile of road to be constructed, which granthas since been doubled by an act of iter legis¬lature. Last autumn, intelligence was received
from Mexico, inducing the conviction in the
minds of all who read the communication, that
Mr. Walker and his associates would obtain
from the Mexican government this valuable
grant of land and chartered privileges. Under
ibese circumstances, the executive committee
of this company urged on Mr. Walker the ne¬
cessity of transferring to it all bis interest and
that of his associates, present and contingent,in said grant. Thus urged by the committee,Mr. Walker proposed to sell this contingentand prospective interest to the company on the
following mostreasonable terms, viz: Ten thous¬
and dollars in moneyand the return to him ofthe
Texas railroad stock before referred to, in caso
only that he should have paid the same, or, in
lieu thereof, the same amount of the stock of
this company, at their option, aud not Mr-Walker's, up to the first of January, 1855.
On the 15th of December last this proposi¬tion was accepted unanimously by the execu¬

tive committee of this company. e would
here remark first, the suppression of the mate¬
rial fact, that Mr. Walker and his associates
had already, as early as March, 1853, advanced
six thousand five hundred dollars in cash, as
above stated, fdr the purpose of obtaining this
charter and grant of the land from Mexico;they had also incurred other liabilities by the
appointment and actual sending of agents to
Mexico, for the purpose of negotiating for. and
securing the grants above referred to. Now,for all this money, with the interest thereon,labor and responsibility, Mr. Walker and his
associates get nothing but a credit of ten thou¬
sand dollars on the books of this company,since converted into that amount of its Btock,
now represented as worthless by our opponents.Second: so far from Mr. Walker's havingtaken any interest in procuring Mr. Leland'a
receipt on account of stock, as represented in
the pamphlet, he was entitled to the cash, or
the receipt, at his option, and it was at the in¬
stance of the committee that Mr. Walker con¬
sented to oblige the company, by converting
a cash liability of $10,000, due by them to
him and his associates, into a receipt, for so
much and no more, on account of stock.
Surely this proceeding on the part of Mr.
Walker was liberal and generous in a high de¬
gree.

Third, it is represented, in the pamphlet,that it was known at the date of the purchase,(15th December last,) that "the Gadsden treatyhad foreclosed any attempt to obtain such a

grant." The Gadsden treaty had no existence
at that date, nor was there the remotest suspi¬cion here of such a contemplated treaty. Some
time after this purchase from Mr. Walker, the
committee, desiring to aid in obtaining this
grant from Mexico, sent for a distinguishedcitizen of Maryland, well versed in Mexican
affairs, and enjoying,deservedly, the confidence
of the people of this country, and desired his
presence here, for the purpose of inducing him
to proceed forthwith to Mexico to aid in ob¬
taining this grant. He did repair here soma
time after the 15th of December last, and after
a conference on the subject and examiningthe papers, agreed to go to Mexico to aid in
obtaining this grant, provided, on inquiry, ho
should come to the conclusion that tho grantcould probably be obtained from Mexico. This
gentleman subsequently sought all the informa¬
tion that could be obtained, heard nothing of
the Gadsden treaty, and having come to the
conclusion that this grant could probably be
obtained from Mexico, agreed to go there to
aid in accomplishing this purpose. His terms
for this service were agreed to by the commit¬
tee, and it was only on the eve of his departurethat the first news of the Gadsden treaty-reached us here by telegraph from New Or¬
leans. It is proper to say, that the committee
would never have conseuted to interfere in any
way with any pending negotiations of their own
government. Such negotiations were wholly
unknown to them at the dato referred to ; and
the government having approved the obtain¬
ing the right of way for a railroad by the three
Isthmus routes, from the governments of Mex¬
ico, Nicaragua, and New Granada, we had a

right to conclude, and did conclude, that if we
could obtain from Mexico the right of way and
a grant of land, essential to the construction of
a direct railroad from the Atlantic to the Paci¬
fic we would perform an importarrt public ser¬
vice, which would be appreciated and approvedby the government and people of tbe United
States.
On hearing tho news of the Gadsden treaty,Mr. Walker proposed to the committee that, if

it should be ratified, he would cancel the con¬
tract made with him and return the stock to
the company, which proposition they declined
to consider. Subsequently, when the board of
directors was convened here, in May last, this
whole matter was fully explained to them, whenMr. Walker made a formal offer to the board
to cancel the contract and return the receipt on
accouut of stock. But the board declined to
entertain the proposition. The coursu ofevents
has been, and is likely to be such, that the
company will, in all probability, be compelledto avail itself of, and renew the negotiations so
favorably commenced, and prosecuted by Mr.Walker and his associates, lor the pur] use of
securing these g' ants or a portion of them from
Mexico, which are indispensable to the con¬
struction of the road, if any injury should


